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to do, or should India in any way vio-
late the IAEA safeguard[s] agreements 
to which it would be adhering, the deal, 
from our point of view, would at that 
point be off.’’ With this commitment in 
hand, I am reluctant to vote for an 
amendment that I feel might jeop-
ardize the important progress we have 
made over the past few years in secur-
ing this deal with the Government of 
India. The strong and growing partner-
ship between India and the United 
States must move forward, and I am 
proud that Senate passage of H.R. 7081 
tonight will further deepen this part-
nership. 

In closing, I would like to remind my 
friends in the Chamber that the United 
States is the proud home to a large and 
vibrant community of Indian-Ameri-
cans—my State of Nevada being no ex-
ception. America is a country that was 
built on the strength of our immi-
grants, and the contributions of the 
nearly 3 million Indian Americans cur-
rently living in the United States have 
enriched our society immeasurably. We 
in the Senate have a tremendous op-
portunity to show them our commit-
ment to improving relations with the 
country of their ancestry. With that, I 
urge my colleagues to support this 
landmark agreement and vote to ex-
pand civilian nuclear cooperation be-
tween our great country and the 
world’s largest democracy. 

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, India 
has over 1 billion people and a rapidly 
growing economy. They recognize the 
need to provide electricity that does 
not increase air pollution or green-
house gases. 

With this agreement we can help ex-
port U.S. technology and safeguards to 
monitor and support India’s inevitable 
nuclear expansion or ignore India’s 
growth as a nuclear power as we have 
for the past 30 years. 

This agreement is good for the U.S. 
economy, good for international nu-
clear safeguards, and good for the envi-
ronment. 

As a rapidly growing economy, India 
will see an increased need for elec-
tricity over the coming decades. As 
India—and the world—seeks to find 
ways to increase generation while re-
ducing greenhouse gas emissions, nu-
clear power will continue to grow. The 
civilian nuclear agreement with India 
will allow us to help export U.S. tech-
nology to monitor this expansion and 
will facilitate a global approach to the 
challenges of climate change. 

India is not a signatory to the Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty, yet 
they have agreed to inspections by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency. 

This will improve our ability to mon-
itor and protect against proliferation 
of nuclear material. 

India’s growing civilian nuclear pro-
gram will now be subject to inter-
national inspections. 

India would like to cooperate with 
the United States in developing safer 
nuclear technology consistent with the 
administration’s goals. 

From a practical standpoint, this 
agreement will increase inspections, 
verify compliance, and encourage co-
operation on new technology. 

I would also point out that this 
agreement has the support of the 
world’s leading nonproliferation watch-
dog, Mohammed El Baradei, Director 
General of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency. 

He said, ‘‘this agreement is an impor-
tant step towards satisfying India’s 
growing need for energy. It would also 
bring India closer as an important 
partner in the nonproliferation re-
gime.’’ He went on to say, ‘‘It would be 
a step forward toward universalization 
of the international safeguards re-
gime.’’ 

I am of the belief that we need to ad-
vance the goals of the Nuclear Non-pro-
liferation Treaty by opening up co-
operation and transparency in India. 
Under this agreement, the United 
States and India will expand the use of 
safeguards on critical nuclear tech-
nology and processes in that country— 
something that is beyond our reach 
today. 

India has developed its nuclear pro-
gram for the past three decades and 
has not exported material or tech-
nology. However, there are strong and 
powerful political forces within India 
that would like to disclose less and 
make fewer sites subject to civilian in-
spection. This agreement subjects most 
of India’s reactors to civilian inspec-
tion, including all of the breeder reac-
tors. I believe if we reject this package, 
it will be years before we are able to 
negotiate another deal, and it is un-
likely to provide as much openness and 
transparency as we have today. 

With regard to the amendment of-
fered by Senators DORGAN and BINGA-
MAN—two Members for whom I have 
enormous respect—I believe this 
amendment is duplicative and would 
only serve to delay, if not derail, this 
important agreement. 

This administration has been very 
clear that India would face severe con-
sequences if they tested another nu-
clear device. Also, this language dupli-
cates the export controls and reporting 
requirements of Sections 103, 104 and 
105 of the Hyde Act. 

I do not believe this amendment will 
provide any additional protection or 
controls that are not already in place 
today, so I must recommend my col-
leagues oppose this amendment and 
adopt the India civilian nuclear agree-
ment without changes. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, over the 
years it has become more and more ap-
parent that two great democracies, the 
United States and India, are well suit-
ed for not only a partnership but also a 
friendship. Our cooperation could mean 
not just increased economic opportuni-
ties for both nations but also the op-
portunity for the United States and 
India to join together to spread the 
fundamental principles of freedom, de-
mocracy, tolerance, and the rule of law 
throughout the world. 

As a founder and cochair of the Sen-
ate India Caucus, I have had the privi-
lege to work closely with Indian offi-
cials, Indian Americans, and many 
other friends of India here in the 
United States to help promote the al-
ready flourishing relationship between 
our two countries. There is no clearer 
evidence of this great friendship than 
the revolutionary civilian nuclear 
agreement before us, which the House 
recently passed and we will vote on 
today. 

This landmark agreement represents 
the latest example of the United States 
and India, the world’s largest democ-
racy, working together on issues of 
mutual benefit. It will bring about an 
unprecedented level of cooperation be-
tween us, helping India to meet its 
growing energy demands, while forging 
new economic opportunities for every-
one involved. 

The initiative will serve both the in-
terests of the United States and the in-
terests of India, with its more than 1 
billion citizens. In light of its track 
record as a responsible actor on non-
proliferation issues, India is an appro-
priate and worthy partner in this his-
toric deal. The agreement will pave the 
way for cooperative efforts in peaceful 
civilian nuclear power, while simulta-
neously addressing concerns about nu-
clear proliferation. 

I understand well the need for careful 
monitoring to protect against the pro-
liferation of nuclear weapons, and I am 
pleased with the safeguards contained 
in this agreement. But as the nation of 
India continues to grow, their need for 
new, clean, and affordable energy 
sources grows as well. 

Helping India develop a safe and re-
sponsible nuclear industry will give its 
people the resources they need to grow 
their economy and strengthen their na-
tion, while helping America’s nuclear 
industry in the process. 

Most importantly, if we do nothing, 
the people of India will have no option 
but to look elsewhere for nuclear as-
sistance. That would be unfortunate 
for both nations. We must remain a 
strong partner for India, not just in the 
area of civil nuclear cooperation but 
also on larger geopolitical matters. 

If we approve this long-overdue 
agreement, we will send a strong mes-
sage that India and the United States 
stand together as friends to face even 
the most difficult and pressing issues 
of our time. As we look ahead to the 
future, each of our nations will do so 
with the confidence that it has a 
friend, ready to work together. 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I am very 
pleased that the Senate has the oppor-
tunity to vote on the United States- 
India Nuclear Cooperation Approval 
and Nonproliferation Enhancement Act 
and to finally approve the peaceful nu-
clear cooperation agreement between 
the United States and India. This bill 
will seize the opportunity to build on 
the foundation laid by President Bill 
Clinton and cement a new, cooperative 
relationship with India, the world’s 
largest democracy. 
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